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Easmg us soy rules — with Cau’aon

As much as one mlght be tempted to shunt

“ aside the issue, the fact is that the United

States faces- a genuine counterintelligence
problem. The problem arises from the open-
ness of American society. For iorexgn agents
_openness invites opportunities. . .
For these reasons efforts by the Reagan
administration to relax the rules now in place
~ on domestic spying activities should be sub-
- jected to fair measurement by the.American
people. Civil liberties groups, qiite under-
standably, have expressed sharp misgivings
about the proposed changes in domestic spy-
ing requirements. Some, but not all, intelli-
gence officials and the administration are ea- .
-ger to relax existing rules so that a larger
law-enforcement net can be thrown around
- foreign operatives {or Americans) enoagmg
in domestic spying against the US. o
’ The objective for Americans as a whole
would seem to be twofold. While US proce-
" dural requirerents should be modified as ap-
propriate. to. expedite counterintelligence
work, such modlhcatlons should be made only
. where absolutely necessary and within the,
- spmtof existing laws.

* The new executive order on US domestlc
spying, which- is still in the draft stage, has
already been significantly watered down
from an earlier version that triggered wide
indignation, including that of the deputy di-
- rector of the CIA, who threatened to resign if

sweeping relaxations were made on CIA oper-

ations. The revised plan is reported to have

resolveéd areas of ‘ambiguity regarding the

(CIA and thus, in effect, not altered current
04

“tion. So far as domestic intelligence work by

_there is no general agreement on the effec-

tempt on President Reagan. - - o

_reasonable, providing — and this would be the

_behind-the-scenes cloak-and-dagger oper:

. upon to administer and enforce the law mus

CIA restrictions against domestic spymg. :
That-is as it should be given the CIA's in-
ternational, as opposed to domestic, jurisdic-

US agencies such as the FBI is concerned,

tivenes$§ of their operations. In this regard-
FBI director William Webster has testified
that he does not see a need for any major revi-
sion of counterintelligence guidelines for. his
own agency. But at the same time the US Se-.
cret Service has called FBI guidelines into
question after the recent’ assassmatlon at—

One relevant question is the extent to
whiich the new Reagan guidelines may infact 3
be “cosmetic” in nature, designed as a ges-
ture to those persons on the political right who.
have called for an “unleashing’” of US spyl
agencies from'the post-Watergate-era. The;

tentative Reagan proposals, which would re-s

place a stringent executive order issued by
President Carter in 1978, will give intetligence:
agencies greater “ﬂe‘ublhty" by réquiring
fewer layers of approval for various US spy,

-operations, according to a Justice Depart-!

ment official. That stress on efficiency seems,
key — there is no return to the type of illegal,

ations of past years. Yes, expedite US couns
terintelligence activities, but without aban-
doning the principle that they who are called

also obey it. About that there must be nq
compmmxse . .
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